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						CHAPTER ONE
					
				

				
					
						A crowd gathered at the end of a busy street in front of an 
					
				

				
					
						elegant
						 
						pub. A section of the street was cordoned off with yellow 
					
				

				
					
						tape. Inside there was a TV crew, an ambulance, a body bag on 
					
				

				
					
						a 
						stretcher
						, and cops. There was a TV reporter on the scene, 
					
				

				
					
						of course, a blonde by the name of Ewa Szańska. And she was 
					
				

				
					
						pressing a 
						paunchy
						 cop for details. “. . . shot with a sniper’s 
					
				

				
					
						bullet, Andrzej G. alias 
						Guillotine
						 is the fourth victim this year. 
					
				

				
					
						I’m talking to Inspector Fish of the Central Police Station. Is 
					
				

				
					
						this a gang war?”
					
				

				
					
						A 
						PO
						 came up to the inspector, who stopped him with 
					
				

				
					
						a gesture.
					
				

				
					
						“In five minutes . . .”
					
				

				
					
						“I don’t get it,” said Ewa.
					
				

				
					
						“Sorry, what was the question again?”
					
				

				
					
						“Is this a gang war?”
					
				

				
					
						“No gang war whatsoever, but a 
						contract
						 
						killing
						.”
					
				

				
					
						“The 
						elusive
						 Killer again? When are you going to arrest him?”
					
				

				
					
						“The police have their own 
						agenda
						.”
					
				

				
					
						“How many more victims until you get the legendary Killer?”
					
				

				
					
						The inspector turned to face the camera, to address the 
					
				

				
					
						viewers.
					
				

				
					
						“Ladies and gentlemen, there’s no cause for alarm. There’s 
					
				

				
					
						no Killer whatsoever. It’s a media invention.” And he said this 
					
				

				
					
						with an accusing glance at Ewa. 
					
				

				
					
						The assistant cameraman tried to stop the stretcher-bearers.
					
				

				
					
						“Where are you taking him? Wait! We aren’t finished yet!”
					
				

				
					
						But the bearers ignored him. So he turned to Ewa and the 
					
				

				
					
						inspector.
					
				

				
					
						“If not Killer, who is killing then?
					
				

				
					
						stretcher 
						nosze 
						in Polish; 
						paunchy 
						having a large belly; 
						PO 
						police 
					
				

				
					
						officer, policeman; 
						contract killing 
						killing of a victim by a gangster 
					
				

				
					
						paid for it; 
						elusive 
						difficult to catch; 
						agenda
						 a list or a plan of things 
					
				

				
					
						to be done
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